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Jenn Gotzon plays the saucy Texan 
Laura Reaper in the  new movie, Doonby
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Tanit Phoenix (continued)INTERVIEWS INTERVIEWSInterview with Jenn Gotzon

Interview with Doonby’s Jenn Gotzon
How did you get your start in the business, what was your training and your big break?

across  the  world.  

to  realize  we  were  scammed.  We  

ventured  to  the  big  city  another  

with  him  that  day  he  would  sign  

my  high  school  cheerleading  

squad  because  I  missed  one  too  

of  that,  we  opened  our  phone  

book  and  called  a  nearby  talent  

where  the  owner  Charlene  

under  her  wing.  She  taught  me  

to  New  York  City  where  I  studied  

at  The  New  York  Conservatory  for  

westbound  to  the  Silicon  Valley  

and  started  working  in  the  San  

my  husband  Chris  Armstrong  and  

years  later,  my  big  break  happened  

What is the background and set-
ting for the !lm and what can you 
tell us about your character?

Mackenzie  is  from  England  and  

fabled  and  mysterious  of  the  Femme  Fatales.  She  hosts  the  show,  and  narrates  each  episode  

devil  on  the  audiences  shoulder.

What do you like to do in your o" time and what sort of music do you like?
I  am  an  outdoors  girl  and  I  love  nature.  I  wish  LA  had  more  mountains  and  waterfalls  and  

anthropology,  Quantum  Mechanics  studies  the  last  few  years.  I  am  completely  fascinated  by  

on  medicinal  plants  and  organic  farming.  My  family  own  an  organic  farm  in  South  Africa,  where  

we  are  self  sustainable  and  create  our  own  energy.    

Music  is  my  life,  I  am  a  rock  and  roll  girl.  I  love  the  old  school  American  rock  songs,  but  Muse,  

What upcoming !lms are you looking forward to?
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INTERVIEWSJenn Gotzon Interview (continued)INTERVIEWS

What sort of shows and !lms do you enjoy? 

What movies have you seen recently and what do 
you have on your to-see list?

a  week  and  watch  a  movie  nightly.

What sort of music do you like?

What can you tell the readers about your training in 
acting?

studied  for  over  8  years  including  chronologicaly:  

one  year  of  community  college  at  Northampton  

a  few  years  in  the  San  Francisco  market,  I  trained  20  

classes  and  was  selected  as  one  of  their  top  students  

for  her  grad  DVD  for  industry  professionals.  Then  for  

several  years  I  worked  on-­‐going  at  Clay  Banks  Film  

charisma  to  screen.  There  have  been  probably  over  50  

teachers  from  all  the  programs  and  each  one  taught  

as  I  pull  one  of  the  tools  out  for  the  scene  at  hand.  

raw  vulnerability  with  a  physical  spontaneous  

What future projects do you have coming up that 
the readers can look forward to?

,   ,   ,  

  wrapped  principle  photography  this  past  

because  of  our  debt.

mid-­‐November  and  is  light-­‐hearted  musical  fantasy  

comedy  with  a  faith  twist.  

my  writer-­‐director  husband  Chris  Armstrong  is  making  

  will  go  into  

story  similar  to     releasing  

10  years  ago  when  he  wrote  this  

,  the  

town  he  wrote  about  was  called  

Smithville.  This  past  year  when  

he  began  making  the  movie  and  

he  discovered  Smithville  actually  

  in  the  backdrop  

gal  spoiled  to  her  britches,  who  

and  loves  herself  some  drink.  

which  comes  out  through  her  

unwillingly  falls  head  over  heels  

with  Mr.  Sam  Doonby,  played  by  

the  charming  John  Schneider.  

awaken  a  true  mysterious  outlook  

on  life.

What type of prep did you do for 
the role and did it di"er from your 
usual prep for a part?

alcoholism  and  spoke  with  friends  

and  family  who  have  struggled  

when  you  reach  for  a  drink  to  

when  you  are  piss  drunk,  passing  

adventure  preparing  for  each  

the  circumstances  of  the  scene  

world  point  of  view.  This  helped  

me  connect  with  the  characters  

in  the  scene  to  create  an  enriched  

person.  Sam  Doonby  (played  by  

is  my  hero,  my  mom  (played  

rival,  my  dad  (played  strongly  by  

daddy,  and  my  best  friends  (played  

powerfully  by  Will  Wallace  and  Liz  

like  a  brother  and  sister.  

Any  character  I  play,  my  prep  

is  thorough  with  in-­‐depth  

prepare  deeply  and  then  let  all  

actors.  

What were some of the more 
memorable moments from !lm-
ing?
There  were  so  many  memorable  

moments.  One  was  when  my  

mom  and  dad  drove  for  a  few  days  

they  walked  on  set  while  we  were  

With  tears  streaming  down  my  

place  my  mind  was  in,  I  look  up  

at  them  for  probably  30  seconds,  

and  not  realizing  it  was  my  mom  

reality.  I  was  so  shocked,  surprised,  

It  was  so  neat  for  them  to  watch  

and  everyone  was  so  kind  to  them,  

always  be  one  of  the  memorable  

moments  in  my  life  as  an  actress  

sharing  my  dream  role  with  my  

mom  and  dad.

What was working with your cast 
like? 
Everyone  on  the  cast  from  the  

seasoned  actors  to  the  newbies  

Everyone  gave  their  all,  taking  

each  bringing  a  new  dynamic  to  

working  daily  with  John  Schneider.  

I  found  myself  admiring  how  

this  heroic  charming  Sam  Doonby  

the  scene  but  minimize  camera  

quicker.  When  we  would  shoot,  

he  was  consistently  observant  

to  giving  every  actor  even  more  

fun  staying  in  touch  with  him  

since  wrapping,  sharing  with  him  

the  moments  that  I  was  able  to  

incorporate  the  tricks  he  taught  me  
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